
2019 AP English Literature & Composition Summer Work  
Google Classroom Code: njky6ou 

 
Welcome to AP Literature & Composition! I’m looking forward to our shared journey, which will take us from 
16th-century England through 20th-century America and beyond to future worlds. It is my hope that you will not only 
gain college credit by passing the AP Literature exam next spring, but that along the way you will grow in your 
appreciation for literature and read a few works whose characters and events will stay with you the rest of your life, 
the way some of my favorites have. Now on to the matter at hand -- your summer work.  
 
Hopefully, you’re taking AP Literature because you love to read! This summer, you will read multiple texts of your own 
choosing and share your reading journey with me and your classmates via a blog or vlog (video blog). The purpose 
of the assignment is twofold: 1) For you to start to think about yourself as a reader and build a daily reading habit 
and 2) For us to get to know one another better and begin creating our classroom community.  
 
Assignment Directions 
 
Step 1: Set your summer reading goal/purpose. This can be: 

●  a list of specific books you want to read 
● a particular author or genre you want to study in depth 
● a number of books or number of pages you want to read  
● any other goal/purpose you want to set 

 
Your goal should be ambitious, but attainable.  
 
Step 2: Decide if you want to do a written blog or a video blog.  
 
Send me an email telling me what you have decided for steps 1 and 2. I will email you back and approve your plan or 
help you refine it.  
Examples: 

● I plan to read five classic books over the summer and complete my reflections via a video blog. 
● I will read 1,000 pages this summer and keep a written blog of my progress. 
● I will do a video blog of my journey reading 10 new-to-me books from a variety of genres.  
● I am interested in exploring five novels written in verse this summer. I will write my blog entries.  

 
Due Date for Steps 1 & 2:  May 28 Email: Kareneba@leeschools.net  
 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
 
Step 3: Begin reading daily and blogging. (See the last page of this handout for examples of book blogs and tips on 
how and where to set up your blog/vlog.) You must complete at least five blog entries in total. Ideally, you would have 
one every week, but you may miss a week here and there and still earn full credit if you have five. I’d also like you to 
have an “About” section of your blog where you introduce yourself to the class and tell us about yourself. 
 
When you complete a blog post, you must give a link to it on classroom under the due date for that post. Then, 
read/watch your classmates’ weekly posts and respond thoughtfully to one of them in 50 words or more. (So, you 
should write a minimum of 5 responses over the course of the summer.) 
 
Due Dates for Step 3:   
Blog 1 - Saturday, June 8 
Blog 2 - Saturday, June 15 
Blog 3 - Saturday,  June 22 
Blog 4- Saturday,  June 29 

No blog due July 4th weekend  
Blog 5 - Saturday,  July 13 
Blog 6 - Saturday,  July 20 
Blog 7- Saturday,  July 27 

mailto:Kareneba@leeschools.net


RUBRIC 
 

  Excellent (5)  Satisfactory (4)  Unsatisfactory (3) 

Student sets an 
ambitious but 
attainable goal and 
submits proposal by 
May 28.  

Comments:  Comments:  Comments: 

Student completes the 
required number of blog 
entries and posts 
working links to 
Classroom by the 
assigned due dates.  

Comments:  Comments:  Comments: 

Student responds 
thoughtfully to at least 5 
blog entries posted by 
their classmates.  

Comments:  Comments:  Comments: 

Blog entries show 
student is making 
steady progress toward 
goal and thoughtfully 
reflecting upon their 
reading.  

Comments:  Comments:  Comments: 

Student’s writing or 
speech is clear, 
engaging, free of major 
errors, and shows 
awareness of audience 
and purpose. 

Comments:  Comments:  Comments: 

Student achieved the 
goal they set for 
themself.   

Comments:  Comments:  Comments: 
 
 
 
 

 
Total Points - ______/30 

*** Any work plagiarized in whole or part will receive a zero. This includes “sharing” work with classmates 
or “borrowing” information from online or print sources.  ***  

   
How to Start a Book Blog Tips and Advice 
 
Here are some links to blogs and vlogs that you can look to for inspiration:  
https://savidgereads.wordpress.com/ 
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCBWnfrLiYSQtfgRVhWxCQ8A?disable_polymer=true 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HJGLPg5FBEY
https://savidgereads.wordpress.com/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCBWnfrLiYSQtfgRVhWxCQ8A?disable_polymer=true


https://alifeinbooks.co.uk/ 
https://bibliomaniacuk.blogspot.com/ 
https://booktrib.com/2016/04/youtube-book-vloggers-reading-lists/ 
 
Setting up your blog or vlog... 
 
Blogs 
I personally think Blogger.com is the easiest site for setting up a blog, and it’s free. Wordpress and Weebly are other 
free options. Unfortunately, the district blocks all of these sites for students, as far as I can tell. So, you’ll have to 
either complete your blog on another device like your phone or a home computer, or you can create a Google Doc. If 
you choose the latter, post all entries on one Google Doc with the most recent entry at the top of the document and 
older ones beneath. Under “Share,” choose “Anyone at The School District of Lee County who has the link can view” 
so your classmates can see your posts.  
 
Video Blogs 
The easiest way to upload a video is via YouTube. You all probably have much more experience with this than I do 
and can use your phone. But if you need help, just get in touch.  
 
 

If you have any questions about summer work or the course in general, please feel free to email me..  
kareneba@leeschools.net  

Have a great summer!  
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